
41005021 Mark 5 21-43 Jesus Line Cross Crossing (MLM) – page 1 

www.scholia.net 

"Christ Jesus and His Line, Cross and Crossing" 

Mark 5:21-43 

20 July Anno Domini 2003 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church of Emmett, Idaho  

Pastor Michael L. McCoy 

Grace, mercy and peace to you in the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Dear Baptized, 

 

"Draw the Line" … three words that we are familiar with … a phrase that we use. We say, "Stop 

right there for that's where I 'Draw the Line.'" This means that we won't go any farther with a 

particular thought process, a certain type of conversation or a particular activity. For example, you 

think about wanting something but you "Draw the Line" to keep yourself from coveting. You enjoy 

telling a good joke but you "Draw the Line" at speaking false doctrine. You're getting ready for a 

date and you know exactly where you'll "Draw the Line." 

 

"Don't Cross the Line" … four words that we are quite familiar with … an imperative, a command 

describing what we often declare or what someone else demands. You mark out the limits and 

boundaries, and then tell yourself or someone else, "Don't Cross the Line." From school recess to the 

international world scene among the nations, someone draws a line in the sand and issues the 

warning, "Don't Cross the Line." 

 

"Crossing the Line" … three words that we are more than familiar with … that though the statement 

has been made and the warning issued, both are ignored. Now there is a conflict at hand and a test of 

wills, words and powers ensues. "Crossing the Line" results in a variety of arenas and a range of 

consequences, from the homer being declared a foul ball in the stadium, to a black eye on the 

playground, to a medical report that with an immediate follow-up appointment with an oncologist, to 

the annihilation of an entire military force in the desert sand. 

 

Such are the dealings within ourselves, but especially with our neighbors in this world of the 

drawing of lines, the challenges to those boundaries and the crossing of those lines. If this be so with 

horizontal laws of the Medes and Persians and the actions of humanity, what are the truths of the 

vertical commands of the Almighty and the actions of the Divine? 

 

The Gospel Reading assigned to the Church for today provides at least an example that addresses 

this question. This morning we ponder it and hear of the application to each of us. Therefore, please 

listen to a re-reading of a portion of that Holy Word of God and consider … 

 

… Christ Jesus and His Line, Cross and Crossing 

 

"And a great crowd followed Him (Jesus) and thronged about Him. And there was a woman who 

had had a flow of blood for twelve years, and who had suffered much under many physicians, and 

had spent all that she had, and was no better but rather grew worse. She had heard the reports about 

Jesus, and came up behind Him in the crowd and touched His garment. For she said, 'If I touch even 
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His garments, I shall be made well.' And immediately the hemorrhage ceased; and she felt in her 

body that she was healed of her disease. And Jesus, perceiving in Himself that power had gone forth 

from Him, immediately turned about in the crowd, and said, 'Who touched Me?' And His disciples 

said to Him, 'You see the crowd pressing around You, and yet You say, "Who touched Me?"' And 

He looked around to see who had done it. But the woman, knowing what had been done to her, came 

in fear and trembling and fell down before Him, and told Him the whole truth. And He said to her, 

'Daughter, your faith has saved you; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.'" 

 

Thus far the Word of the LORD our God. 

 

First, of this you may be certain: God draws the line. It is His line and behold it is good. The LORD 

God gives His Word on this. "Of every tree of the Garden you may eat; but of the Tree of the 

Knowledge of Good and Evil you may not eat, for on the day when you eat of it you shall surely die" 

(Genesis 2:17). Simple. Easily understood. God drew a line in Eden's perfect soil and He expected 

His Word to be obeyed. This was a command, not a suggestion. On the day when God said this, the 

Law did not always accuse the old Adam. Ah, what good news! 

 

Second, of this you may be certain: Man has crossed the line. The old man was born unto death in 

the Garden of Eden when he failed to speak the Word of God and instead, ate of the tree of which he 

was commanded not to eat. He crossed the line that God drew in the holy place, not only when 

Adam disobeyed God, but also when he led his wife out of the Presence of the Almighty "and they 

hid from the LORD God among the trees of the Garden" (Genesis 3:8). On the day when man did 

this, the Law always accuses the old sinful nature of every one conceived by man, present company 

included. Ah, what terrible news! 

 

Third, of this you may be certain: The LORD God puts Himself in a position where the sinner might 

be in His merciful and gracious Presence. He did for the first man and He does for the last human 

being and He does for each in between. For Adam, "the LORD God called to the man, 'Where are 

you?' (Genesis 3:9)" and then put Himself into a position where the man could be in His Presence. 

This may not be especially comfortable since the Law accuses the old sinful nature of each of us; but 

it is necessary in order to prepare us for the Good News of forgiveness of all our sins and abide in 

the Presence of the Holy One. Ah, what great news for the penitent! 

 

God draws the line. Man crosses the line. The LORD God puts Himself in a position where the 

sinner might be in His merciful and gracious Presence. These three make up the message of the faith 

and the history of salvation. 

 

Consider these three truths as they bear upon the woman in the Gospel Reading. The woman is truly 

in a sorry state. She is a daughter of Adam and is afflicted with all the circumstances of that general 

condition we share as his heir. In addition, she is unclean, being "subject to bleeding for twelve 

years." As a result, this woman is not permitted to be in the holy place. For a dozen years, she was 

isolated, for God declares in His Law that "she will be unclean as long as she has the discharge" 

(Leviticus 15:25). 

 

Fine, we think, God draws the line. But this woman did not cross the line here. It's likely that she did 

not have a choice that resulted in this condition. She was a sinner, as we all are. She crossed God's 

line in thought, word and deed - by what she had done and by what she had not done. But was she 

responsible for this particular condition? The consequences seem so unfair. Thus is life in this world 
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and God's Law does not change and the woman is unclean. In fact, "she had suffered a great deal 

under the care of many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew 

worse." For anything to change, … well it would take a miracle by God Himself. 

 

But remember the third truth, that the LORD God puts Himself in a position where the sinner might 

be in His merciful and gracious Presence. In order for this unclean woman to be absolved in the 

Presence of Christ, it was God Who had to come to her for the eternal robe of righteousness is not of 

this world. She could not ascend to Him for nothing unclean can come into His Presence. 

 

Consider what had to happen before she could touch even the hem of His garment. From the eternal 

council of God, the plan that would include this woman was determined. The Son of God would be 

the Redeemer from of old. One of this woman's kin, a sister in the faith would be visited by the 

Lord's angel with the message that the Messiah would be conceived by the Holy Spirit within her. 

The Holy Fruit of the one woman's womb would be the cure for the other woman's unclean womb. 

Before this woman could touch the hem of His robe and be born from above, the Savior must be 

born and wrapped in swaddling clothes. Before the unclean flow of blood could be staunched in the 

creature, the Creator's Blood must be shed on the eighth day and He be named Jesus, which means 

"savior." Before she could be released from her bondage to sin, the LORD God Almighty must go 

down to Egypt. Before the woman could touch the curtain of the Tabernacle as He traveled across 

the face of the wilderness, the twelve-year-old Jesus must make the Passover journey to the Temple 

and be about His Father's business in His Father's House. 

 

This He does, and when Jesus is about twenty-years old, this woman begins having the health 

problem that results in her being unclean. For some ten years she "suffered a great deal under the 

care of many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse." This 

would continue until Jesus, the great Physician of body, soul and spirit, puts Himself into a position 

where the woman might be absolved. Therefore, at about thirty years of age, the eternal Son of God 

is baptized in the Jordan and is Spirit-driven into the wilderness to take up His exodus journey. The 

woman suffered and grew still worse. Jesus is tempted by Satan for 40 days and the woman drags 

her anemic body here and there, doing so one day after another and after still another. Jesus defeats 

the Devil even as the woman's burden of pain and suffering increases. The Savior walks beside the 

Sea of Galilee as the woman struggles to walk to the doctors who are not able to help her. Jesus 

travels here and there to proclaim the Kingdom of God and to heal the sick. He goes to Capernaum 

and drives out evil spirits. The woman grows worse and remains unclean. Jesus goes to a home and 

heals Peter's mother-in-law, as well as many others. The woman suffers and remains unclean. While 

traveling in villages a leper is cleansed and cured. The woman hurts and remains unclean. While 

within a Galilean home a paralytic is brought into the holy house and Jesus forgives him all his sins, 

heals him and sends him home straight limbs and an orthodox soul. The poor woman marks her 

twelfth year of affliction and uncleanness.  

 

Somewhere during these latter days, she hears the Word concerning the Savior, the One named 

Jesus. This One, she knew, was her Jesus - that is, her Savior. As both the Christ and the unclean 

woman continue their respective journeys to certain deaths, this drained daughter of Adam hears the 

Word that Jesus is able to help her and heal her. The Son of the Most High God travels to the region 

of the Gerasenes to exorcise the Legion from a man who lived and cried among the tombs. All this 

He does in order to put Himself in a position where the woman might be in His Presence. 

 

But behold, where this took place is not too far from the woman. In fact, it's just across the lake! 
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Look, He's now crossed it! He's nearby. The unclean woman is close to being in the Holy Presence 

of the LORD God Almighty! But close is not near enough. The crowds press in on Him. Jesus 

continues and a man is now in His Presence. One of the rulers of the synagogue is there. His name is 

Jairus. "Seeing Jesus, he fell at his feet and pleaded earnestly with Him, 'My little daughter is dying. 

Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and live.' So Jesus went with him."  

 

Now Jesus is moving in a direction where the woman is. The crowd presses around the great 

Physician and His pace slows. Jesus had orchestrated all these events from eternity to the 

conversation with Jairus in order that He might position Himself so that one afflicted woman 

suffering for twelve years from an issue of blood might be in His Presence. The woman's critical 

moment of salvation and healing and life had come for the King of creation draws nigh unto her. O 

woman, abide by the prophet's plea. "Seek the Lord while He may be found, call upon Him while He 

is near" (Isaiah 55:6). "He will have compassion on the afflicted" (Isaiah 49:13b). O woman, O man, 

O youth, child and infant, O daughter, do you not hear the apostolic urgency? "Behold, now is the 

acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation" (2 Corinthians 6:2). 

 

The unclean woman "came up behind Him in the crowd and touched His garment. For she said, 'If I 

touch even His garments, I shall be made well.' And immediately the hemorrhage ceased; and she 

felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. And Jesus, perceiving in Himself that power had 

gone forth from Him, immediately turned about in the crowd, and said, 'Who touched Me?' And His 

disciples said to Him, 'You see the crowd pressing around You, and yet You say, "Who touched 

Me?"' And He looked around to see who had done it. But the woman, knowing what had been done 

to her, came in fear and trembling and fell down before Him, and told Him the whole truth. And He 

said to her, 'Daughter, your faith has saved you; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.'" 

 

This blessed woman has an absolved soul and a healed body. This she has received from Jesus the 

Christ. And if you ask where her sins went and what happened to her disease, then know this and be 

certain of it. They didn't just disappear. Jesus took her sins upon Himself. Her disease became His. 

He bears both to the cross. This was to fulfil what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah, 'He took our 

infirmities and bore our diseases" (Matthew 8:17). Indeed, it is most certainly true that "the Lord has 

laid on Him the iniquity of us all" (Isaiah 53:6b), "and not for ours only but also for the sins of the 

whole world" (1 John 2:2). 

 

Jesus, Who drew the line, now crosses the line. The woman is declared a saint according to the Word 

and Jesus is reckoned as the Sin-Bearer. Both disease and sin are His. They belong to Him and the 

woman may not have them back. He will become the voluntary whipping boy as He bears them to 

the whipping post so that "with His stripes we are healed" (Isaiah 53:5). The Incarnate Son of God 

will carry all our sins and all our diseases to the cross. On the way, He will take the death of Jairus' 

daughter and give her, in its place, His Life. The LORD God stretches out His arms on Calvary's 

beam and is suspended above the world as He puts Himself in a position where the sinner might be 

in His merciful and gracious Presence. This is the crossing that everyone needed … the exchange 

whereby, "for our sake He made Him to be sin Who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become 

the righteousness of God" (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

 

All sins are atoned for on the cross. The price is paid when the Son of God is crucified and declares 

"it is finished" (John 19:30). On the third day, Jesus is risen and death is defeated. The Resurrection 

Day Redeemer leaves behind all diseases in the tomb. Thus they will not follow you beyond the 

grave. You will live eternally. The leukemia will die and be gone forevermore. You will live. The 
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arthritis, the cancer, the osteoporosis and the entire legion of afflictions will be dead. Jesus ascended 

into heaven in order that you might be in His merciful and gracious Presence even as you are this 

Day that the Lord hath made.  

 

Thus, in Baptism, you are crucified with Christ (Galatians 2:20) and brought into the Presence of 

God. You may say, "I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall exult in my God, for He has 

clothed me with the Garments of Salvation, He has covered me with the Robe of Righteousness" 

(Isaiah 61:1). The Real Presence of Christ is with us in, with and under the bread and wine of the 

Sacrament of the Altar. Here you may hear words very similar to the ones spoken by Jesus to the 

woman when He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has saved you; go in peace, and be healed of your 

disease." That is, you are forgiven of all your sins in the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. Go in peace. Amen. 


